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Housing is a hard issue to deal with on a European scale. The diversity of national 
situations often renders comparisons between several countries and exchanges of 
experiences difficult. Individual stories are usually contrasted with specificities of 
national housing policies. 
 
With this report, AITEC takes a chance in disregarding this confined view to unveil 
similar dynamics in different European countries. 
 
It is constructed in the form of short records which highlight housing situations, urban 
dynamics or alternative initiatives. Each article is not intended to describe in a 
representative manner what takes place in European countries as a whole. 
 
Leading us to deepen our mutual knowledge of our European neighbors in regards to 
housing, is meant to be tools of reflection, of debate and exchanges. This gives rise to the 
next meetings where we will be able to share our analyses and explore the challenges that 
reunite us to take greater action together. 
 
The authors of these articles that make up the report come from various backgrounds. 
 
Half of them participated in a European exchange program offered by “Echanges et 
Partenariats” for four years, focusing on urban exclusion. Seizing the occasion to 
enhance the slow work of reciprocal knowledge made possible through a series of 
exchanges, we suggested that the former volunteers report on their field experiments.  
 
They therefore described in their own manner, with the passing of time or with the 
indignation which never disappeared, what they learned while working next to different 
European partners of activist and associative networks for several months. 
 
Members of AITEC or of close networks and European partners, who had participated in 
the exchanges, completed, enriched and extended geographically and conceptually the 
accounts of the former volunteers. 
 
You will discover that certain countries appear regularly throughout the report while 
others are absent. This closely corresponds to the state of our partnership relations with 
European social movements concerned with urban issues. 
 
This is by no means a matter of its fate! This dossier is meant to evolve according to the 
remarks of each individual. We will update it regularly and hope that it will progressively 
become richer with new meetings and contributions. 
 
A big thank you to all of those who collaborated on the publication of this report: authors, 
proofreaders, translators, partner associations and various volunteers! 
 
Lucie Lechevalier Hurard, AITEC 
October, 2008 



 2 
 
Contents of the report 
 
Introduction 
 
New European fissures 

From the dismantling of national housing policies to the neo-conservatism crisis 

 
Chapter 1: Accessing housing in Europe 
 
Introduction: Housing crisis in international economic competition 

Developments of the housing market in Berlin  

Ethnic discrimination in accessing public housing 

Becoming an owner of housing in France 

The increasing inaccessibility of historical districts in Budapest 

 
Chapter 2: Discussing public housing 
 
Introduction: The threat of neo-liberalism 

Privatization of communal public housing in Germany 

The banalization of “Livret A” 

Public housing Swedish-style 

Urbanism and speculation 

 
Chapter 3: Working-class districts put to the test by urban renewal  
 
Introduction: Social mix, a weapon of urban renewal 

Too much public housing in Elephant and Castle? 

Who benefits from urban renovation projects in Barcelona? 

Urban renovation in working-class districts in Istanbul 

 
Chapter 4: Housing and severe precariousness 
 
Introduction: Bad housing and discrimination 

Slums on the Seine 

Daily life in El Salobral slum in Madrid 

Eradicating slums in Lisbon and after? 

Living on the street 

“Travelers” in France 

The Barracks of Porto Fluvial in Rome 



 3 
 
Chapter 5: For solidary cities 
 
Introduction: Fights for the right to the city, a “stop light” in Europe 

The struggles of tenants’ of Gelsenkirchen in Germany against the privatization of their 
district 
 
Citizens and activists movements for housing in Germany 

Okupas: Squats in Barcelona 

Amsterdam and its squats 

Housing cooperatives in Italy 

New forms of home ownership in Germany 

Towards a permanent European social forum for the right of the city 

 
Appendices  
 
The right to housing in legal texts 
 
AITEC (Association internationale de techniciens, experts et chercheurs) 
21 ter rue Voltaire, 75011 Paris FRANCE 
Tel. 01 43 71 22 22 – France – aitec.reseau-ipam.org – aitec@reseau-ipam.org 
 
Europe – Not without shelter! Housing in Question 
© Ritimo 
21 ter rue Voltaire, 75011 Paris FRANCE 
ISBN: 2-914180-35-7 
Paris, November 2008 
Coordination and production – Lucie Lechevalier Hurard 
Design: Elsa Lescure 
Printing: Imprimerie Perolle, 01 40 10 06 00 
Copyright reserved: Reproduction and/or translation of this document in other languages 
is not only authorized but encouraged, on the condition that the original edition is 
mentioned and that Ritimo and Aitec are informed. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Translation from the original “Europe: pas sans toi t ! Le logement en question”. Brooke Bate, 
volunteer of the International Alliance of Inhabita nts. May 2009.  
 


